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STATES  ?ELATIO]:IS  SERVICE^ 
OFFICE  OF  EXTEITSIOF  ^ORK,  SOUTH 
(Farmers'  Cooperc.tivs  De'.-i.  ""orlc 
Tashing-ton,  D,  C« 


CURRAET  AND  GOOSEBERRY  CULTURE,* 

In  many  counties  in  certain  sections  of  the  South  -.-^ork  of  this  kind  should 
be  taken  up  by  the  girls  -"ho  have  had  t^o  or  three  3'-ears'  experience  in  the 
clubs.     Circul.'^  No,  A^a2,  from  this  Office,  gives  suggestions  in  regard  to  having 
the  girls  "oegin  certain  perennial  vegetables  and  fruits  in  their  gardens  after 
they  have  gro""n  such  crops  as  tomatoes  and  ber.ns  for  one  or  more  years.  Doubt«^ 
less  many'of  our  leading  agents  r.nd  best  trained  girls  'irill  be  able  to  take  up 
the  culture  of  the  curi-anta  and  gooseberries  as   "ell  as  other  small  fruits  in  sec- 
tions "'ell  adapted  to  them, 

"The  gooseberry  and  currant  should  be  grO'-'^n  by  canning  club  raenbers  only 
in  liCvryland,  ^est  Virginia^  rlorthern  "'entucky  and  the  r^ountain  regions  of  the 
other  states.     Beta  of  these  fruits  are  natives  of  the  cool  northern  part  of  tlie 
United  States  and  -rill  not  do  well  in  the  -.-ramer  parts.     They  both  gro".?  in  the 
fona  of  a  bush  ?.nd  their  culture  is  very  similar.     They  are  used  for  similar 
purposes^  for  naking  jelly,,   jam  and  other  preserves.     The  currant,  hc'^ever^ 
seems  to  be  liked  best  by  the  Americrn  people. 


Selection  r.nd  preparation  of  goil. 

Select  the  one-tenth  of  an  ejzre  of  ground  for  grcing  your  currants  and 
^-r'oseberries  in  the  coolest  plc.ce  possible.     Choose      northern  or  northea^  cirn 
olope  for  ycur  plants  if  you  ceji.     The  soil  should  be  '''ell  drained  Cvnd  fertile. 
One  of  the  heavier  t'-pes,  such  ^lS  silt  or  clay  soil,  should  be  preferred  to  a 
lighter  type, 

Plo^^  the  soil  just  as  early  in  the  spring  as  possible  and  apitly  1rrrc  Wagon 
loads  of  stable  manure.  Harro'v  this  in.  If  more  conver.ient  the  r^ar.ure  may  be 
applied  before  plowing. 

TBssDowning  gooseberry  is  the  best  vr.riety  to  use.     There  are  other  good  new 
varieties  such  as  the  Carrie^  Josslyn,  Oregon  and  Poorraan^  but  these  have  not 
been  sufficiently  tested  in  the  South  to  be  sure  that  it  will  pr.y  to  gro^v  them. 

Only  the  red  currants  should  be  grown  in  any  quantity.     The  v/hite  varieties 
are  not  generally  very  popular^  though  a  few  mixed  with  the  red  kinds  are  very  at- 
tractive.  The  ■white  varieties  are  not  as  acid  and  are  not  liked  as  well  for  pre- 
serving.    You  raa.y  take  your  choice  of  several  v?.rieties  of  red  currants,  all  oi 
vhich  are  very  good.       The  Piriection,  London  (London  Market)  Red  Cross,  "ilder 
r.nd  Albert  (Prince  Albert)  are  all  desirable.     The  ^'Tiite  Grape  is  the  best  vrhite 
Tariety. 


"Tote  - 


-  These  instructions  have  been  prepared  by  Hr.  Geo.  '1.  Darro^  of  the 
■pureru  of  '^lart  Industry. 
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SELZCTION  OF  PLANTS:  Either  one  j^cr  old  or  two  year  old  plants  may  Ds 

ordered  and  '-ill  prove  satisfactory.     As  the  currant 
c.nd  gooseberry  start  grooving  very  early  in  the  springy  the  plants  should 
be  ordered  during  the  •■.■inter  -vith  the  condition  that  only  entirely  dormant 
pla,nts  be  sent.     The  plants  should  be  proiiptly  secured  from  the  station 
after  their  arrival.     They  should  be  set  at  once^  or^  if  this  is  not  pos- 
sible, a  trench  should  be  dug  in  the  ground,,  the  plants  separated  from 
each  other,  and  all  but  their  tops  covered^ 

PLANT IFC-;     The  plants  nay  be  set  either  in  late  fall  or  in  early  spring, 

They  should  be  set  4  feet  ape.rt  in  rows  6  feet  r.part.     You  will 
need  180  plc-Jits  to  set  the  one-tenth  of  an  acre,     TJhen  setting  the  pla,nts 
out  cut  off  all  broken  roots.     If  the  tops  are  very  long  they  should  be  cut 
back  to  12  inches  in  length.     The  plrjits  should  ber  set  slightly  deeper  thrji 
xhey  stood  in  the  nursery.     The  soil  should  be  well  firmed  r.bout  the  roots, 

FERTILIZERS:  Stable  manure  is  the  best  fertilizer  to  use  on  your  field.  If 

tv;o  loads  are  applied  before  the  plants  are  set  no  more  will 
be  needed  for  the  first  year.     Sta,ble  manure  is  a  good  thing  to  apply  just 
before  winter  comes.     Hen  droppings  are  frequently  used  for  gooseberries. 
Some  of  you  may  need  more  fertilizer  than  I  hc.ve  indicated,  some  may  need 
less.     You  must  watch  your  plants  grov;  and  try  putting  on  more  or  less  fer- 
tilizer on  parts  of  your  field  to  find  out  just  v;hp.t  j^ou  need, 

PRUNIUG-;     Six  or  eight  main  brraaches  are  needed  to  form  a  symmetrical  top 

which  will  bear  the  most  fruit.     During  the  first  two  years  prun- 
ing will  consist  simply  in  cutting  out  the  weakest  shoots.     Later,  pruning 
will  consist  in  cutting  out  the  shoots  which  are  three  yea.rs  old,  r-nd  allow- 
ing a  strong  young  shoot  to  take  the  place  of  each  one  cut  out.     Any  branches 
lopping  on  the  groiond  should  be  removed, 

DISEASES  AND  INSECTS;  Generally  the  only  pest  in  the  plantation  will  be  the 

currajit  worm.     Dusting  the  leaves  with  hellebore,  at 
the  rate  of  one  pound  of  hellebore  to  5  pounds  of  flour  or  air-slacked  lime 
will  control  the  worm, 

YIELDS:  During  the  first  year  no  fruit  will  be  secured,,     During  the  second 

year  very  little  fruit  will  be  borne.     If  the  bushes  have  grown 
well  by  the  third  year  you  shoul'.  average  over  one  pint  per  plant,  an-",  some 
should  secure  a  quart  per  plant.     By  the  fourth  year  the  plants  will  be  in  full 
bearing  ana  you  shoul:^  secure  2  to  6  quarts  per  bush, 

PROPAG-ATIQM;  New  plants  of  currants  an'l  gooseberries  are  ma-'.e  by  cutting  off 
shoots  of  the  nev;  growth  late  in  the  fall  after  the  leaves  have 
.dropped ,     These  cuttings  are  buried  in  the  ground  until  spring  e>.n'.  then  set 
out  in  a  row  p.bout  six  inches  apart.     Only  two  buds  should  be  left  above 
ground.     By  fall  plants  for  setting  v;ill  have  grown." 

The  agents  are  requested  to  order  from  time  to  time  as  many  copies  of 
this  circular  z&  they  need  for  girls  who  are  to  tc.ke  up  the  work  along  these 
lines. 


0.    B.     M  A  R  T  I  N, 
Assistant  in  Charge  of  Demonstration 
Club  Work, 


OLA    P  0      E  L  L, 
Assistr.nt  in  Hoi.ie  Demonstration  ^ork. 


